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March 11, 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
 
A food assistance benefit is now available to families with eligible students attending qualifying schools during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  It is a modified Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer, or P-EBT.  The purpose of 
this offering is to provide additional enhancement to those families dealing with food insecurity.   
 
This program comes with multiple qualifiers that must be met in order to receive additional money for the 
purchasing of food at home.  This is different from the previous P-EBT program.  The following highlights 
may clarify the scope of the new benefit: 
 

• Data submitted by Illinois eligible schools will be used to issue benefits 
• For each eligible P-EBT day for a qualified student a benefit of $6.82 is provided 
• The Illinois Department of Human Services will issue the payment(s) to a debit card 
• Students must be attending a school providing the National School Lunch Program as of 

February 2020 
• If your school(s) currently offers the Summer Food Service Program during the pandemic and 

was participating in the National School Lunch Program as of February 2020 and the student 
is eligible for free or reduced-price meals or enrolled in a CEP approved school, your child 
may be eligible for the P-EBT benefits on a P-EBT eligible day 

• If your child is enrolled in a CEP school, you do not have to complete any food application 
• If your child attends a non-CEP school and you have not completed your free/reduced 

application for the current school year, it is essential that you do so ASAP 
• In addition to being identified as a free/reduced student in a qualifying school, a student’s 

eligible day(s) for benefits are calculated for only those students who participated in remote 
learning on any given day 

• Those students who attended the school building for learning on any given day do not qualify 
for the P-EBT benefit on those days 

• Once this specific attendance data is determined for each eligible student by a qualifying 
school, it will be transmitted to the state 

 
Only those parents whose children attend a non-CEP school offering the National School Lunch Program will 
need to ensure that you have completed the lunch program free/reduced application and returned it to your 
school, otherwise you need not do anything. We shall handle the sharing of your application information with 
the state along with attendance information.  We appreciate your help in successfully completing this 
requirement.   
 
Our hope is that the above information helps you feed your families and keeps you and them safe and healthy 
as we continue to navigate our way through the remainder of the pandemic. Best wishes! 
 
 


